
RENO HIGH SIERRA 99s MEETING MINUTES 
Atlantic Aviation Conference Room, 655 S Rock Blvd. – October 12, 2017 

 
Members: Leah Ochs, Lynn Meadows, Moe Makowski, Candy Whitfield, Heather 
McCoy, Karen Inda, Misha Williams, Jan McRoberts, Rocky LeBard 
Guests: Amelia Lorson, Emily Meyer 
 
Leah Ochs called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.  
 
I. Board member reports: 

Chairman – Leah gave a report on last month’s SWS Meeting in Redding. 
Four 99s from our group attended: Leah, Lynn, Katie, and Elaine. In total, 
105 99s attended. Activities included kayaking and a tour of a nearby dam. 
Leah mentioned that we need a “99s Meeting” sign for the door next time. 
We were planning to Skype distant members, but the Wi-Fi was down.  
 
Vice Chairman – Katie is out of town.  
 
Secretary – Karen mentioned that, immediately after the meeting, she and 
her husband would be giving a presentation on their trip to Cuba in their 
Piper Dakota, for anyone who wanted to stay.  
 
Treasurer – Lynn reported that Mission Fish has $19,023.77. We have 
received $240.50 for volunteering at HAN, $105.76 from the RARA 
donation jar, and $40 from the sale of two chapter shirts. We need to keep 
$2500 in the account at all times to avoid fees. There was a clerical error 
regarding Nicole Bringolf’s scholarship balance. She has $100 more than 
previously thought. Her total available funds are $448.50. 
 

II. New Business: 
• RARA Debrief: RARA is our biggest fundraiser of the year. We have not 

received the check yet, but we estimate that it will be approximately 
$6500. We hope to change the floor plan next year. We didn’t get the extra 
ten feet we wanted this year and the flow was awkward.  

• Christmas Party: After some deliberation, it was decided that the 
Christmas Party would take place on Sunday, December 3rd, from 3pm to 
6pm, at the home of Jean Starr, 55 Margarita Court, Reno, NV 89511. 
Leah motioned to spend $100 of the chapter’s money on a main course 
(ham or turkey), soda pop, coffee, and paper products. Moe seconded. All 
in favor, none opposed. Attendees should plan to bring their 49 1/2s and a 
side dish to share. There will most likely be a gift exchange. 

• Vote to amend bylaws to electronic voting to match 99s Int’l: 
According to Lynn, this doesn’t require amending the bylaws, but only the 
standing rules. 99s International now has over 5000 members. They have 



amended their rules to allow electronic voting in order to save money. 
There are 1350 99s in the Southwest Section and they will most likely 
make the same change. Because we have over 50 members, it will be 
easier for us to have electronic voting also. The 99s recognize that there 
are some members who do not use email. If a member doesn’t opt in to 
electronic voting, she will get a paper ballot in the mail. We have used 
Survey Monkey in the past, but that may not meet 99s International 
standards. Lynn spoke with someone from a chapter that uses Election 
Buddy and it costs $19 for 75 members. Moe motioned to accept changes 
on balloting to make our standing rules the same as International’s. Leah 
seconded. All in favor, none opposed.  
 

III. Unfinished Business: 
• Status of Scholarships: Scholarship applications are due on Sunday, 

October 15th. They must either be postmarked by Saturday, October 14th, 
or in Lynn or Leah’s hands by Sunday the 15th. Leah will be in Sparks on 
Sunday the 15th and can meet anyone who needs to turn in her 
application. Applications are already coming in. Moe offered to host a 
session on How to Create a Winning Scholarship Application and there 
seemed to be interest in that. There will be five people on the scholarship 
panel – two from our chapter and three from aviation – and they will meet 
October 28th. The panel members who have confirmed are Bee from our 
chapter, Larry Cheek or Kim Williams from the local FAA office, and 
someone from Pathways to Aviation. We are still looking for more people 
to sit on the panel, including someone from our chapter. The board 
decided via email after the meeting to approve the expenditure of up to 
$100 for the scholarship panel’s food. Lynn requested the motion, Katie 
made the motion, and Karen seconded.  

 
IV. Standing Committee Reports: 

• Chapter Scholarship – Elizabeth was absent. 
• Public Relations & Oral History – NEED CHAIRMAN. This used to be 

about making sure our chapter events were published in a local 
newspaper and documented in a display case in the airport terminal 
building. Nowadays, the job can be done largely through social media. 
Please contact Leah if you are interested in volunteering.  

• Fundraising – Lynn previously reported on Mission Fish and RARA.   
• Airmarking – Lynn reported that Susanville wants us to do it, but they need 

to repave their ramp first. Our chapter hasn’t done one in several years. 
Most pilots now have GPS and don’t need a compass rose, etc. painted 
on the tarmac. Also, this is not a good time of year for it.  

• Webmaster – The chapter bylaws and standing rules are on the website 
now. Please give Leah any photos you have of yourself flying.  



• Aerospace Education – Heather explained that we get credit in a contest if 
our chapter participates in aviation training. This can include museums, air 
shows, speeches, safety meetings, etc. Go to the Members page of our 
website < https://www.renohighsierra99s.org/members/> and click to 
download the Aerospace Education Form. These are due in February 
2018. The more lines we complete on our forms, the more credit our 
chapter receives. There are prizes! 

• A.E. Scholarship – Moe posted Misha’s application for the FlyNow 
Scholarship. For this scholarship, money is awarded after completion of 
each step. The AE Scholarship deadline to Moe is December 1st. This 
scholarship is paper only; there is no interview. AE Scholarship recipients 
get a budget from a flight school and complete an entire rating. Moe and 
Heather both completed their multi-engine ratings with AE Scholarships. It 
is awarded each year and each chapter can submit multiple applications. 
Applicants must be a 99 for one year before applying.  

• Woman Pilot of the Year – NEED CHAIRMAN. 
• Chapter Aviation Activities – The High Sierra Fly-in 2017 will take place 

October 18-22 at Dead Cow Lake, between Pyramid Lake and Herlong. 
Please see this link for details: < http://www.stoldrag.com/events/hsf2016-
ebm43>. The next social dinner at Mimi’s will be Tuesday, Nov. 14th, 6pm.  

• Safety Education – Moe will conduct a fun trivia night after the November 
meeting. If you have an idea for a safety topic, let Moe know.  

• Scrapbook – Nikki was absent, but is working on the scrapbook. Please 
send her items for the scrapbook.  

• Forest of Friendship – Lynn reported that this happens in June.  
• Membership – Candy reported that we have 55 members. Rocky and Beth 

are new members. Five members have not renewed on time.  
• NIFA – We are in PCIFA (Pacific Coast Intercollegiate Flying Association) 

and our regional meet is in November in Prescott, AZ. Six colleges 
compete in PCIFA. The National Intercollegiate Flying Association meets 
in April (in Ohio the last 3 years) and all the regions compete there. 99s 
are most of the judges in all the regions and also at nationals.  

• Bylaws/Legislative – The bylaws are now on the website. 
• Annual NV state fees/Annual Federal Tax e-file – Not currently applicable.  
• Newsletter, video library, chapter history – Lynn wants you to send her 

articles for the newsletter. The next deadline is December 26th. 
Submissions can include things you learned from a flying lesson, places 
you flew, etc. She hopes someone will send a report about the High Sierra 
Fly-in at Dead Cow Lake. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:54 pm  
 
Minutes submitted by  
Karen Inda, secretary 


